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Michael Doyle, Falmouth, Maine 
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                                                                              PLAINTIFF’S Motion 

v.                                                                           for Sanctions Pursuant  

                                                                              to Rule 66(d)(3)(c)  

Town of Scarborough, Maine                                

                                                                              

Defendant 

 

 

 

During an after hearing meeting between Plaintiff and Defendant’s Counsel,  

 

Mark Franco, Plaintiff was threatened by attorney Franco when he stated, “If  

 

you stay away from Southern Maine you won’t have to deal with me  

 

anymore.”  Plaintiff took the threat to mean that any future attempt, by  

 

Plaintiff, to enforce the FOAA law of Maine, would be met with as much  

 

intimidation and harassment as Franco could get away with either legally or  

 

illegally.  If Franco had stated I have a gun in my pocket and   

 

“if you stay away from Southern Maine you won’t have to deal with me  

 

anymore” would he have to wave the gun in Plaintiff’s face for the Plaintiff  

 

to be intimidated?  This is misconduct of the most egregious kind, designed  

 

to suppress and terminate Plaintiff’s access to public information, for only  

 

one reason, the answers that must be given, are embarrassing to the repliers.   

 



The Court must sanction this misconduct. 

 

 

Franco’s arrogance extended to a statement that Plaintiff, “wasn’t a reporter  

 

and the court would decide that he wasn’t a reporter.”  Plaintiff operates a  

 

news site, www.falmouthtoday.me and has had over 100,000 hits on the site  

 

in the months of May and July this year.  For context there are many  

 

commercial sites that do not exceed 7,000 hits per year, or in just two  

 

months this news site has exceeded the number of hits in 30 years on the  

 

commercial sites mentioned above.  In a First Circuit Court action Judge  

 

Kermit Lipez, wrote “Changes in technology and society have made the  

 

lines between private citizen and journalists exceedingly difficult to draw,”  

 

in his 2011 ruling regarding the video recording of Boston Police at work in  

 

public, Glik v. Cunniffe, 655 F.3d. 78 (1
st
 Cir. 2011).  Of interest the Court  

 

did not take the position that the Court could, or would decide who was a  

 

qualified reporter under the First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution.  Yet  

 

here we have Franco, inferring that this Court will do just that, and rule who  

 

is, or is not, a reporter. 

 

 

Plaintiff has a high profile in the State of Maine for FOAA requests as  

 

evidenced by being invited to the Legislature’s Joint Committee of the  

 

Judiciary to testify about amendments to the FOAA law twice, and the  

 

http://www.falmouthtoday.me/


example that Rep. Mary Nelson of Falmouth, working hand in glove, with  

 

the Maine Municipal Assoc. (MMA) introduced a L.D. to amend the FOAA  

 

law to limit what information Plaintiff could get from the Town of  

 

Falmouth, which directly would have impacted everyone in the entire State  

 

and the towns and cities in which they reside.  The MMA has made a cottage  

 

industry for Falmouth Town Manager, Nathan Poore, by having him drive  

 

around the state and give seminars on how to ‘handle’ FOAA requests, from  

 

his experience with Plaintiff.  It is clear that the MMA in conjunction with  

 

this Defendant, the Town of Scarborough, has decided to drive Plaintiff out  

 

of the business of asking for FOAA requests, by making fraudulent claims  

 

for expenses to research and provide FOAA answers, several of which were  

 

in the thousands of dollars, which prompted this action.  An example of this  

 

would be, on a recent reply from Defendant, the initial cost was set at  

 

$126.00, then $22.00 until the FOAA Ombudsman intervened, and the  

 

information was provided for zero cost.  Defendant is the stalking horse in  

 

the collaboration between MMA, DrummondWoodsum (Falmouth’s law  

 

firm), and Thompson Bowie to effectively end FOAA access by Plaintiff  

 

and to use this action to intimidate all future individuals from even  

 

attempting to gain information by merely overstating the costs and in effect  

 

to say, sue us like Plaintiff Doyle did, and we’ll take your life apart and  

 



threaten you. 

 

 

Plaintiff requests the following minimum penalties be assessed and paid to  

 

Plaintiff as follows: 

 

Mark Franco, Esq.           $10,000 

Thompson Bowie            $10,000 

Maine Municipal Assoc. $10,000 

DrummondWoodsum      $10,000 

Town of Falmouth           $10,000 

Town of Scarborough      $10,000 

 

A like amount must be assessed for every other entity involved in Franco’s  

 

employment on this case not known at this time. 

 

 

In addition, Plaintiff moves in this sanction that Mark Franco, the law firm  

 

of Thompson Bowie and all lawyers of that firm, DrummondWoodsum and  

 

all lawyers of that firm, and the Maine Municipal Assoc. be barred from  

 

defending any other FOAA case brought by Plaintiff in the future or  

 

continuing to represent any current defendant or plaintiff on any case  

 

pending before any court in the State of Maine that has Michael Doyle as  

 

Plaintiff or Defendant. 

 

 

Wherefore, Plaintiff requests that this Motion for Sanctions and Penalties be  

 

granted and that Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief as is  

 

appropriate. 

 



 

 

 

Respectfully submitted this 30
th
 day of October 2014. 

 

 

 

Michael Doyle 

3 Shady Lane 

Falmouth, ME 04105 

207.766.6644 


